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Murder case sensation: Former accused Glenn Lucas takes lie detector test 

 

THE man once accused of helping Nat Fraser murder his wife has sensationally passed a lie 

detector test. 

In a polygraph examination observed by the News of the World, Glenn Lucas DENIED any part 

in the death of Arlene Fraser. 

But the fruit and veg trader also rejected any suggestion that she had been killed by her 

husband. 

Now dad-of-two Fraser -found guilty of the slaying at the High Court in Edinburgh in January -

wants to take the test himself. 

And he warned: "I will be seeing my lawyers about taking a polygraph as soon as possible." 

While wired up to the machine, which spots non-truthful responses by measuring vital signs, 

Lucas was asked five key questions. 

He answered "NO" when asked if Fraser had been involved in the killing of Arlene. 

And his response was again "NO" when asked if he himself had been involved in killing her. 

The results of the test will come as a massive boost to Fraser's legal team - they're currently 

preparing his appeal which is scheduled for a hearing later this month. 

Dramatic 

Lucas originally stood in the dock alongside Fraser charged with murdering 33-year-old Arlene 

after she vanished from her Elgin home in April, 1998. 

But charges against him were dropped five days into the trial when a third defendant -pig 

farmer Hector Dick -decided to testify against his former pal. 

At his family home in Spalding, Lincolnshire, we watched as Lucas was examined by 

polygraph expert Bruce Burgess. 

Bruce, 59, is one of the UK's leading lie detector authorities and runs his own firm carrying out 

checks for some of the country's leading financial institutions. 

 

He's also been seen doing polygraph tests on telly shows such as Trisha and Channel 4's 

RI:SE. 



Prior to the dramatic five-hour appointment with Lucas, Bruce had already read the grim 

history of the Arlene Fraser case. 

To ensure the total independence of the test, he decided what would be asked after looking at 

queries proposed by the News of the World. 

During a pre-test interview with Lucas, he then explained how the machine worked and worked 

out the wording of five key questions -the maximum allowed in the exam. 

Lucas was then hooked up to the polygraph, which monitors heart rate, blood pressure and 

breathing. 

Death 

 

If the results from these sensors show undue stress while giving an answer, that indicates the 

subject is not being truthful. 

Since Lucas was originally charged with being part of the conspiracy that led to Arlene's death 

he was asked: 

Are you in any way involved in the killing of Arlene Fraser? 

He replied, "No" -and the polygraph detected no deception. 

He was then asked: 

To your certain knowledge was Nat Fraser involved in the killing of his wife Arlene? 

Again Lucas replied, "No" -and the machine registered no stress. 

Then, since Arlene's body has never been found, Bruce asked: 

Do you know where Arlene is now? 

Lucas gave another negative answer -and the machine picked up nothing untoward. 

A vital part of the police case was that Arlene's murderers had bought a Ford Fiesta so they 

could use it to get rid of her remains. Hector Dick, pictured below right, bought it from a local 

mechanic for £400. 

The car repairer remembered Dick insisting the vehicle had a boot to carry "something". 

The car has never been found, but according to the police theory, if Lucas had been part of 

any death squad he would have known about the vehicle. 

So Bruce asked him: 

Have you seen the Ford Fiesta allegedly used to dispose of Arlene Fraser's body? 

 

The answer, yet again, was "No" -and, yet again, the special polygraph equipment detected no 

deception. 

 



Bruce's final question related to the shocking testimony of expert lip-reader Jessica Rees. 

 

She reviewed CCTV tapes of a prison meeting between Lucas and his friend of 25 years. In her 

report she maintained Fraser's comments during the conversation included: "Her arms are 

off"; "I pulled her teeth out"; "I'll get away with it"; "There's no evidence" and "It's all down the 

plughole". 

 

So question five was: 

In your visits to Fraser in prison did you discuss the disposal of his wife Arlene's body? 

Lucas replied "No" for the final time -and the polygraph showed a flat response. 

After the test, Bruce told us: "My analysis proves Glenn was truthful in all his responses." 

Dad-of-three Lucas was thrilled with the test results. 

The 52-year-old told us: "I hope that the people who still whisper when they see me will now 

accept I am innocent. 

"What more can you do to clear your name than put yourself through a test like this?" 

He added: "I wasn't nervous about taking it because I knew that I had nothing to hide. 

"I wasn't nervous about facing the High Court either. 

"In fact, I was looking forward to giving my side of the story in the witness box. 

"In the end I didn't have my day in court. 

"But by taking the polygraph test, I've had my chance to show I'm telling the truth. I've written 

to Nat explaining in detail what happened and urging him to go ahead with his own test. 

"I can't vouch 100 per cent for him but I believe he is prepared to do it. But let's ask Dick too, 

because maybe none of us were involved." 

Though they are used frequently in America polygraph tests are not recognised by British 

courts. 

But the news that his friend had passed the lie detector examination was greeted jubilantly by 

Fraser. 

He crowed: "I always knew Glenn would pass."Last night Bruce added: "I've been asked many 

times to make myself available to go to a prison for a test. 

"I'd be happy to put Nat Fraser through an examination and go to court as a witness if 

necessary." 

(C) News of the World, 2003 


