
LIKE THE MARY CELESTE; Missing Arlene Left House Open and Washing on Line.  

 

by Bob Dow 

MISSING mum Arlene Fraser left her home like ghost ship the Mary Celeste when she vanished.  

Her distraught family admitted yesterday they are totally baffled by her disappearance. 

Exactly a week after she was last seen, the family revealed the mum of two left: 

Her home unlocked. 

A pounds 1,000 watch which she treasured and her glasses. 

Medication for her crippling condition, Crohn's Disease. 

Laundry, both still in the washing machine and out on the clothes line. 

And houseproud Arlene, 33, didn't tidy away glasses at her home in New Elgin, Moray.  

Her mother Isabelle Thompson said: "It's as though she popped out to the shops and didn't come 

back." 

Sister Carol Gillies added: "The place was just like the Mary Celeste. When you walk into the house 

it's as if Arlene is still there." 

She waved kids, Jamie, 10, and Natalie, 5, off to school at 8.50am last Tuesday wearing her dressing 

gown and hasn't been seen since. 

But interviews by cops uncovered a possible sighting of her in nearby School Brae earlier that 

morning - fully dressed. 

The alarm was raised later when the business studies student missed a lunch date with a pal and an 

afternoon appointment with her solicitor. 

She hasn't used her bank account since vanishing. 

At Arlene's home in Smith Street, Carol, 35, from Erskine said: "We have been down every avenue. 

Has she run off or has someone taken her? 

"She obviously expected to be at home when Jamie arrived back last Tuesday." 

Isabelle added: "The only avenue we don't explore is the worst one." 

Arlene had recently separated from husband Nat, 39, and had been under strain as a result but 

seemed to be coping. 

Carol said: "There was no sign that Arlene had anyone else. 

"The kind of person she was, if she was with a man she would have taken her make-up. Her 

appearance was important to her." 



Grampian Police made a huge effort yesterday to uncover new information. 

Officers stopped cars in and around Elgin to quiz motorists. 

Passengers at the local bus and train stations were questioned and transport cops interviewed 

travellers on trains between Keith and Inverness. 

Search teams also combed gardens and buildings in the area. 
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